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boy loves nothing better than to personate the
pirate, or the hunter of fabulously savage wild beasts*
With his stick held as a rifle he shoots down his
enemies and carries off prisoners and booty. This
kind of thing does not appeal to the boy of the
East, whose preference runs to making feasts, to
entertaining his friends as a rajah and riding in
state, or to playing the merchant and overreaching
his customers in bargaining.
The Oriental girl loves nothing so much as a
marriage* If she is the fortunate possessor of a
doll, it becomes in time very much wedded to
various spouses, chiefly sticks and stones. The
old women in the harem are always ready to join
in this game. Often real entertainments are made
with sweets and sherbet, musicians and dancing
women hired for the occasion. Various members
of the harem personate the different characters, for
which there is the fun of dressing up* The
festivities extend over several days if the family is
well-off; and there is almost as much excitement
over it as if the whole thing were real.
The dolls of the Muhammadan children have no
features and are little more than mere bundles of
rags rolled up. It is due to a belief among
Muslims that any figure made by the hand of man